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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region 6

Refuge: National Bison Range County(s): Lake and Sanders   State(s): Montana

CCC/WPA SUMMARY 

The National Bison Range was established in 1908 with the first Congressional appropriations ever

made for the purchase of lands for a wildlife refuge.  The purpose of the refuge is primarily for the

preservation of a representative herd of plains bison, or buffalo, under reasonably natural conditions

and to ensure the preservation of the species for continued public enjoyment.  The 18,500 acre tract

consists of a diverse array of habitat conditions including one of the last intact Palouse prairie native

grasslands along with conifer forests, wetlands, and streams.  The range is home to nearly 500 head of

bison along with many other big game animals and birds.

Yea r s  CCC /W PA  on  r e f uge: CCC March 1936 to October 1936;  WPA June 1938.

Camps : BF-1, located near entrance of refuge, Camp Bison Range is located on the Mission Creek at

the edge of the Bison Reserve, (Moiese, MT).   �When one enters our camp he has the feeling of

entering a small town, for large tents line the Company streets and the recreation hall, the

Headqua rters building  and m ess hall all have the  appearance of busine ss houses .  Every thing  is

arranged in neat geometrical order which has a clean and refreshing appearance.  In the tents the beds

are arranged in order and always stand inspection every morning �  (The Stampede 1936a:4).

Group/ Company :   Company #939, was established May 12 , 1933, by a cadre of 25 m en from Fort

Missoula; 24 state quota and one cook special quota.  The Company, after having moved to Camp F-9,

Haugan, Montana , was filled  to a capa city strength of 225 men , under th e command of Cap tain E. W .

Ely.  The work at this time consisted mainly of care of the nursery at Haugan, although there was a

special detail on road construction.  During the planting season the crew at the nursery pulled, counted,

and packed for shipment, approximately three million young trees (The Stampede 1936b).

In October 1933, Company  #939 transferred to Camp F-36 (Fo rest Service), Alberton, Montana .  In

May 1934 the Company moved to Camp F-48, Coram, Montana.  During this period the 939th Company

was judged Number 1 by Regional Forester, Major Evan W. Kelley.  The Company spent most of the

summer of 1934 on forest fires.  Several letters were received from the various Forest Chiefs stating

that the Company conducted itself in a superior manner on these fires (The Stampede 1936b).

In October 1934, Company #939 left the Fort Missoula District  enroute to Camp F-191, Elk Creek,

Califo rnia in  the Sacramento D istrict.  In  April 1935, the Company evacuated Cam p Elk Creek  and left

the Sacramento District for Camp F-15, Citadel, but because of the unsanitary conditions they set up

camp at S-205, Olney, Montana.  In May the entire company moved to the permanent summer camp at

F-48, Bridgehead.  In November the Company left Camp Bridgehead bound for F-38, Nine Mile,

Alberton, Montana, there joining Companies 952 and 1210 (The Stampede 1936b).

In Ap ril 1936, Company #939 was disbanded.  All Local Experienced Men were transferred to Company

#3228 and all Jun iors to Company #1962 .  However a t the end of Ap ril, Company #939 was re-

constituted and all former enrollees of the Company were transferred back.  In March 1936, the

Company moved to Camp BF-1, Moiese, Montana where they received new enrollees, bringing the total
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to 186 men.  Company #939 moved to Camp Nine Mile, Alberton, Montana on October 31, 1936 (The

Stampede 1936b).  In 1940-1941 the company was stationed at Fort Peck in a temporary camp

associated with the Medicine Lake NWR (see Medicine Lake NWR form).

W ork  pro jec t s :  

The Company engaged in rodent control and road construction on the Bison Range, under the

supervision of Dr. R. S. Norton, Range Protector.  Most of the men are working for the Biological

Serv ice and are receiv ing va luable  instruction on the jo b.  The  majo rity of the enro llees a re engaged  in

some type of class.

Projects worked on included, seeding acres to crested wheat grass, planting trees, building fire breaks,

fighting fires, building a small public campground, maintaining fencing, constructing the entrance portal

structures and cattle guards.  Other tasks completed by CCC included: building a lookout cabin;

installing 2242 rods of fences, 2.3 miles of power lines, and 2 miles of telephone lines; constructing a 

spring/reservoir; improving 37.2 miles of truck trails; conducting fire preventative projects and fighting

fires (47 man days fighting fires, 13.8 miles of firebreaks, 123 acres of fire hazard reduction, 1.8 miles

of roadside fire hazard reduction, 129 m an days fire pre-suppression ; 574 man days fire prevention);

revegetated 38 acres of range land; and controlled rodents on 13,300 acres.

Refuge Quarterly Narrative Reports July-December 1935:  Killed 205 rattlesnakes, no one bitten, part of

the CCC crew  worked on this  as  � roden t control. �

Refuge Quarterly Narrative Reports January-June 1936:  Camp projects include rodent control, building

program, range  revegetation, construction of new  roads, maintenance and graveling of old roads, fire

haza rd reduction , paintin g of bu ildings  and camp  ground developmen t, and w ith the  conclu sion o f this

camp period �s operations practically all of the necessary major developments will have been completed

for this station.

Refuge Narrative, September 1936:  The new entrance to the Bison Range has been completed and a

new fence, which will encircle the entire camp, is now being built.   Also completed was the entrance

gate and truck gate.   On Wednesday, Oc tober  7th, 75  new men  arrived from  Fort M issou la.  This

brings our company strength up to 162. 

 

The Stampede, October 20, 1936:  On Friday October 18th, a 680 pound buffalo was brought to the

company cooler from the Bison Range.  The first meal of Buffalo meat was for supper on October 19th.

The Stampede, June 20, 1936:   �Mr. Gabrielson, Chief of the Bureau of Biological Survey and Mr. Lathe,

Western Director of the Bureau, with Doctor R. S. Norton, Bison Range Protector, visited Camp Bison

Range June 5."   �Mr. Roddock, representative of Mr. Fechner �s office, Washington, D.C. visited Camp

Bison Range June 19 , inspecting the camp an d Com pany re cords. �  

Narrative Report by Wilfred J. Gregson, October 31, 1936:   �As representative of the Washington Office

on E.C.W. . . �  (He was on an inspection report and finds that there are no narrative reports produced

by the camp!).  So he wrote a five  page report and had the various leader s write b rief summarie s. 

 �The pride of Bison Range is that large quantities of work have been accomplished at a small cost per

unit.  Take the roads for instance, there are 10½ miles of them made by CCC boys this period, and not

prairie roads either.  Some of the roads are built out on the edge of nothing, overhanging sheer drops

of several hundred feet.  It scares a plains man to drive over them, . . .There is scarcely a hundred
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yards w ithout roc k faces showing the ha rdships  met and the bla sting necessary �  (Gregson 1936:1).  

 �Then culverts.  Most folks want shiny galvanized iron ones; Montana boys make their own, using

native cedar logs.  Culverts are made under the roads, similar to the openings into mine tunnels and

shafts, that are so comm on in this area.  They are jus t big enough to crawl through, and , according to

Dr. Nor ton, will las t longer th an any  of us �  (Gregson 1936:1).  

 �Mission Cre ek flows through the B ison Range, and in its wind ing course it ha s in the past ea ten into

the banks.  Five hundred cubic yards of rip rap and one hundred ninety feet of revetment work now

control th is raging  torrent �  (Gregson 1936:2).  

 �Two log bridges have been built this period and tested by running the RD 7 tractor over them.  These

bridges are  built in a ccordance  with best log  building prac tice, inc luding  the abutments and the ir

revetment work.  These bridges are both thirty foot span, and fourteen feet wide over decking, sturdy,

strong  and finish ed in accordance with good pra ctice �  (Gregson 1936:2).  

 �Two new garage buildings have been erected, together with one addition to the sub-station to be used

for ga rage , and a  twen ty foot  additio n to the  slaughter house .  All of the se bu ildings  have  been  entire ly

completed and are in use. . .The six car garage, built at headquarters site, has been in service some

time, and is complete with concrete floor and galvanized iron roof. . .The two car garage building at the

assistan t �s headquarte rs is lined inside w ith ship lap  �  (Gregson 1936:2).  

 �Mr. Averill, on his earlier visit here, objected to a borrow pit which was  close to the headquarters

group.  During this period the obliteration of this borrow pit has been accomplished, with 125 man days

and 4500 cub ic yards o f fill �  (Gregson 1936:2).  

 �A very thorough effort was made to rid the Re fuge and range from  rodents.  In all, 16,750 acres were

covered.  Fourteen men worked for approximately 2½ months in placing poisoned oats and killing

rattlesnakes �  (Gregson 1936:2).  

 �460 acres have been seeded to crested wheat grass, six boys completing this work in about one week �

(Gregson 1936:3).  

 �Severa l trees were plan ted around headquar ters build ings for landscaping �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �One of the most important features is fire breaks, and maintenance of buildings.  In all, 13 3/4 miles

have been maintained, 15 m iles have  been s terilized by  the spreading on of 12,500 gallons of oil. �  

Three  fires have been  stopped at these fire breaks this season �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �The camp has been called upon to fight three fires, by the Indian Service.  Fifty men were required on

one and twen ty-five men on each of the other fire s �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �A small public camp ground has been developed for picnic parties between the entrance gate and

headquarters. . .Three park tables and benche s and one  fire place were  built, and wa ter was piped into

the area  �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �Maintenance of fence on the Refuge, with the quantity of livestock found on the Bison Range, is of

prima ry impo rtance.  16,056  rods of th is fence has been ma intained  this period �  (Gregson 1936:3).  
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 �The entrance gate has been completed in accordance with plans sent out from the Washington office

and is  a monument to  the cra ft of stone mason ry.  De tail and  execu tion are both  perfect.  It is

however, the writer �s opinion that these portals could have been considerably larger, as they appear

somewhat dwarfed �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �A unique construction of cattle guards is worthy of some comment here.  Dr. Norton got a number of

links o f second-hand 4 " well casing .  Part o f this was taken to th e loca l railroad shops and under the ir

power hammer smashed into a flat section.  This it seems to have withstood without any evidence of

cracking at the sides.  These sections were then riveted together and set edge upwards, forming a

cattle guard absolutely impossible for any animal to cross, and sufficiently strong to carry any

equipment that we may have.  I would say, without question, that these are the best cattle guards, as

well as the mos t ingenious ones, I have  seen to  date �  (Gregson 1936:3).  

 �A number of bird shelters have been made from this brush work to give protection to the birds during

the win ter months.  140 acres  have been clea red of brush under the fire  hazard  reduction prog ram. 

Fourteen mile s of fire breaks clea red. . .38 m iles of road  mainta ined �  (Gregson 1936:4).  

Road constructed to the High Point, upon which a lookout tower was constructed.

Narrative Report for WPA, June 1938:  �A crew of WPA workers which averaged 24 men during June

were engaged on general repair, maintenance and clean-up work around the refuge.  A stretch of road

1.4 miles long was reconstructed, the grade being raised slightly and low spots filled in.  Another

stretch 10.25 miles in length was bladed and maintained by the crew, culverts and ditches being

cleaned out and brush and weeds out.  Twenty-seven man-days were expended painting fences,

garage and sheds.  Six large refuge signs were constructed, painted and erected at various points on

the rese rvation. �

Refuge Manager:  Dr. R. S. Norton 1935-

RESOURCE TYPES
The types of resources are related to the work and activities of the CCC/WPA: 1) Administrative

facilities; 2) In frastructure; 3) Refuge D evelopment; 4) Wild life Structu res; and  5) Archaeolog ical. 

Administrative (such as office, quarters, main buildings)

Resource Types Description Alterations/

Integrity

Eligibility

Office, 1931 A wood frame stucco building, it was originally the

office for the com plex, but has be en converte d to

service hou sing.  It m easu res 24  x 37 ft w ith a sm all

addition on the west side and a porch on the east and

south.  The windows are double hung wood frame,

the foundation concrete.  Roofing was  cedar shingles.

Remodeled

for use as a

house, new

roof.

NE

Residence No description Demolished N/A

Bunkhouse Side gable, wood frame dwelling with gable roof front

porch o ff-set on th e end of th e house .  Rectang ular. 

Demolished N/A



Resource Types Description Alterations/

Integrity

Eligibility
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Six bay  vehicle

Building, 1936, CCC

Plan Bldg #158. 

Side gable wood frame  building sided an d roofed with

corrugated metal (24 x 60 ft).  Metal sliding doors on

overhead track rollers.  Six bay.   �The six car garage,

built at headquarters site, has been in service some

time, and is complete with concrete floor and

galvanized iron roof. �  Similar to Plan 158 for Wood

frame garage, but lacks concrete guards and wood

posts. The floor and foundation are concrete and

there is an  interior brick  chimney. 

Modified NE

Barn, 1931 Wood frame building with metal siding, measuring 36

x 50 ft with a main floor and loft.  The main part of

the barn  has 10 s talls, a pen, a nd 3 sto rage roo ms. 

The building is roofed with asphalt shingles.  The

structures is used for government owned horses and

riding equipment.  It originally had drop wood siding

and cedar shingles.  The foundation is concrete.

NE

Two 4-bay garages,

1931

Wood frame buildings with metal siding and roofing,

measurin g 22 x 40 ft.  The  foundation a nd floor are

concrete.

Siding and

roofing

replaced.

NE

Equipment Storage,

1927

Wood frame building with wood siding and cedar

shingles, measuring 14 x 58 ft and is open to the

north.  It w as origina lly used for  equipm ent storage. 

The wood siding boards are vertical and are lapped,

board on board construction.  The structure has

concre te footing s, no foun dation, an d an ear th floor. 

6 bays

reduced to

2 large

bays. 

NE

Automo tive-Carpentry

Shop, 1942

Wood frame building with metal siding and roofing,

measuring 26 x 71 ft.  The building has three access

doors and was originally used as a combination

automotive and carpenter shop.  It is currently used

for storage.  The foundation and floor of the building

are concrete and there is an interior brick chimney.

Roofing and

siding

replaced

NE

7-bay vehicle storage

building, 1934

Wood frame building with metal siding and roofing,

measuring 28 x 88 ft.  One bay on the west end of

the building is enc losed.  The struc ture has con crete

footings  and gra vel floor. 

Roofing and

siding

replaced

NE

Slaughter House,

addition 1936

Side-gable additio n to slaug hter hou se adde d in 1936. 

6x6 D H windows on ga ble end, gara ge door on g able

side, attached as a cross-gable wing to the slaughter

house . 

Demolished N/A

Infrastructu re  (such as roads, trails, bridges, telephone lines, water lines)

Resource Types Description Integrity Eligibility

Lookout Tower High Point tower Demolished N/A



Resource Types Description Integrity Eligibility
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Entrance g ate

(24LA224); Plan Bldg

#130, 1935.

Two stone masonry pillars and wing walls to mark the

entrance to the refuge and flanking a 20 ft wide, metal

cattle g uard.   The w estern  most  pillar is sm aller, 3 ft t all

x 6 ft 6 in. wide at the top, by 5 ft 8 in. deep.  The

eastern pillar is 6 ft tall, 9 ft 6 in. wide at the top and 5 ft

8 in. deep.  Wing walls are both  about 16 ft long  and 2 ft

high.  Original sign has been replaced.  Repairs made

with concrete.  Similar to  �Typical Entrance Gate � as

drafted by JR  unde r the dir ection  of Amos Em ory in

1935 .   �The entran ce gat e has b een co mple ted in

accordance with plans sent out from the Washington

office and  is a monumen t to the cra ft of stone  mason ry. 

Detail and execution are both perfect.  It is however, the

writer �s opinion that these portals could have been

considerably larger, as they appear somewhat dwarfed �

(Gregson 193 6:3).  

Gate  rebuilt

to allow 2-

way t raffic

in 2001

DOE-Yes,

1999

Fencing, 1936 CCC 16,056  rods of fen cing.  

Cattle guard, 1936 Dr. No rton got a numbe r of links  of second-hand 4 " well

casing.  Part of this was taken to the local railroad shops

and under their power hammer smashed into a flat

section.  This it seems to have withstood without any

evidence of cra cking at the sides .  These sections  were

then riveted together and set edge upwards, forming a

cattle guard ab solutely impos sible for any anim al to

cross, and sufficiently strong to carry any equipment that

we may have.  I would say, without question, that these

are the best cattle guards, as well as the most ingenious

ones, I ha ve seen  to date �  (Gregso n 1936 :3).  

Removed N/A

Bridge, 1936 Bridge across Mission Creek, rip-rap, buttressed, and

wood decking.  Rebuilt with logs, set on cribbed logs tied

to bank.

?

Culvert, 1936 Cedar log culvert, long logs on sides, interior frame, then

topped w ith short lengths a cross top of log bo x.  Square

culvert.   �Most folks want shiny galvanized iron ones;

Monta na boy s make  their own , using na tive ceda r logs. 

Culverts are made under the roads, similar to the

openings into mine tunnels and shafts, that are so

common in this area.  They are just big enough to crawl

through, and, according to Dr. Norton, will last longer

than an y of us. �

?

Truck roads, 1936-  �There are 10½ miles o f them  made by CCC bo ys this

period, and not prairie roads either.  Some of the roads

are built out on the edge of nothing, overhanging sheer

drops of seve ral hundred  feet.  It scares a plains man to

drive over them, . . .  There is scarcely a hundred yards

without rock faces showing the hardships met and the

blasting n ecessar y. �
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Refuge  Developmen t (such as water control structures, erosion control, and landscaping)

Resource Types Description Integrity Eligibility

Mission Creek control rip rap along creek bank, log and stone

Recreation Area  �A small public camp ground has been developed

for picnic parties between the entrance gate and

headquarters. . . . Three park tables and benches

and one fire place were built, and water was piped

into the area �

?

Landscape trees, entrance  gates at head quarters

Wildlife Structures (such as duck hospital, fish ladders, etc.) 

Resource Types Description Integrity Eligibility

bird shelters made from  brush  cleared durin g fuel re ductio n in

timbered area of refuge.

Archaeological (such as CCC camps) 

Resource Types Description Integrity Eligibility

 CCC Camp CCC camp near existing entrance road, but no visible remains

of the camp (Lewis 1999).  According to refuge Annual

Narra tives th e WPA  � cleaned-up  �  the CC C cam p in 1941 while

they were working on the refuge.

Resou rce Sum mary :

The National Bison Range was es tablished in 1908 and m any of the features of the headquarters were

already in place when the CCC and WPA arrived to work on the refuge.  The headquarters complex

consisted of a barn, house, sheds, and outbuildings.  The architectural style of the buildings was

vernacular, the barn, constructed in 1931 is a large gambre l roof form.  The residence (bunkhouse),

slaughter house, and lookout tower have been demolished.  The office has been converted into a

residence.  The 6-bay vehicle storage building and entrance stone pillars remain from the construction

activities of the CCC.  The only building constructed with Standard Plans, appears to be the 6-bay 

garage that is similar to Plan Bldg #158 for a wood frame garage, but the one at National Bison Range

lacks the concrete guards and wood posts.  The sliding metal doors are also a variation.  The remaining

buildings in the compound are vehicle storage or shop buildings that were added between 1931 and

1942, all of which have been critically modified.  The headquarters was evaluated in 1999 and

recommended as not eligible, but no official determination has been completed.

The entrance gate which has been recorded with the site number 24LA224 was determined to be

eligible to the National Register.  The entrance gate consists of two stone masonry pillars and wing

walls to mark the entrance to the refuge and flanking a 20 ft wide, metal cattle guard.  The original

sign has been replaced (Lewis 1999).  In 2001 the eastern pillar of the entrance was mitigated and

rebuilt to allow for inc reased traffic flow .  The work of the CCC  may be  represented more c losely with

the features such as the log culverts, Mission Creek Bridge, and recreation area and these unique

features should be inventoried.
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RECORDS INVENTORY

Records Type Description Notes

CCC Rep orts The Stampede, June 20, 1936 and October 20, 1936. at Region 6 

Refuge Narratives Quarterly Narrative July-Dec 1935; Jan-June 1936; at refuge office

Historical Photographs CCC crew  building entran ce rock walls (19 36); 

photos of camp sent by Gale Allen

originals at

refuge office

Blueprints/Plans

Site forms 1999, Rhoda Lewis; 2000 Dave Schwab Region 6 office

National Archives

Oral histories

Other

References

Bison Range NWR

 1935-36 Annual Report.  On-file at refuge.

Gregson, W ilfred J.

  1936 Inspection Report, October 31, 1936.  On-file at refuge.

The Stampede

 1936a Camp Bison Range, Volume 1, Number 1:4. June 20, 1936.  CCC Company 939

newspaper, on-file National Bison Range.

 1936b 939 Company Roster and History, Volume 1, Number 9: 7-11.  October 20, 1936.  CCC

Company 939 newspaper, on-file National Bison Range.

Schwab, Dave (editor)

  2000 Cultural Resource Overview for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Western Montana

Managemen t Properties includ ing the Nation al Bison Range, Ninep ipe Nationa l Wildlife

Refuge, Pablo Na tional Wildlife Refuge, Lost Trail National Wildlife Refuge.  Repo rt

prepared for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6.  Prepared by the Confederated

Salish and Kootenai Tribal Preservation Office, Pablo, Montana.

WPA Narrative Report

  1938 Month of June, 1938. O.P. 501-2-112.  On-file at refuge.

Attachm ents

&� Photographs  &� Site Form  &� Condit ion Assessment Form  &�Site Plan Map  &� Blueprint Plans 

Information Update Log

Form Prepared: 19 June 2000 Prepared By: Lou Ann Speulda  and Rhoda  Lewis

Information Updated:      Updated By:                                                    
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Figure 1.  Cattle guard at entrance

gate, ca. 1936.  (National Bison

Range NW R photo file).

Figure 2.  Entrance pier at National Bison R ange NW R (Lewis, 1999).
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Figure 3.  Headqua rters in 1936 (Refuge photo file).

Figure 4.  Slaughterhouse  with addition, 1936 (Refuge photo file).
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Figur e 5. 

Bunkhouse, 1936 (Refuge photo file).

Figure 6. Six-bay garage, 1936 (Refuge photo file).
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Figure 7.  Log Culvert, 1936 (Refuge photo file).

Figure 8.  National Bison Range NWR: Log bridge over Mission Creek, 1936

(Refuge photo file).
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Figure 9.  Office converted to residence (Lew is 1999).
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Figure 10.  Barn (Lew is 1999).
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Figure 11.  Four-bay garage (Lewis 1999).
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Figure 12.  Four-bay garage (Lewis 1999).
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Figure 13.  Six-bay garage  (Lewis 1999).
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Figure 14.  Automotive/Carpentry Shop  (Lewis 1999).



Depre ssion-E ra Histo ric Res ource s: N A TI O NA L  BI SO N  R AN G E  NW R 19

Figure 15.  Seven-bay  garage (Lewis 1999).
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Figure 16.  Equipment Storage (Lewis 1999).
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Figure 17.  Rema ins of lookout tower (Schwab 2000).


